
BY JOANNE F. VILLENEUVE

Boredom can lead to some
innovative ideas, like Alex
Murray’s latest brainchild.

The second-year English
major at Brandon University
has decided to deal with the
doldrums by dreaming up a
treasure hunt. Open to one and
all, this race kicks off today,
with all the clues — and the
prizes — located downtown.

“My goal is to get people
downtown and exploring the
place a little more,” said the
Brandon-born Murray.

He has gathered several
prizes, including CDs, gift
certificates, water bottles and
books, from downtown
retailers for the winner of this
activity.

“The first clue will take you
to the subsequent ones,” he

said. “At the last clue (hiding
spot), the participants get sent
to Pennywise Books, where
they will give the (clerk) the
password. It’s the first person
there who wins and will get the
prizes.”
» jvilleneuve@brandonsun.com 

The Rules of this game
Join all of the phrase
Theme is all the same
Hidden in our maze

Keep upon your guard
Don’t do this at night
Journey will be barred
You can if you’re bright

Clue No. 1

Look inside and see

Name the Rothfuss bird
Where he learned to quothe
Winding name is heard

Place of many tomes
Whisper quietly
The mind often goes
Don’t take this lightly

In the leftmost crook
Under where you learn
Try and have a look
You all get a turn

THE TREASURE HUNT
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PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE

1440 Rosser Ave, Brandon    726.8282 or Toll Free 1.866.320.3223    www.interior-images.ca

Store Hours: Monday – Friday, 9 am – 5 pm; Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm

We specialize in custom
window coverings &

custom merchandising

Over 50 Years of Combined Experience
Huge Selection of Drapery Hardware

Over 100,000 Different Fabrics to Choose From

We Bring it all Together Beautifully… 
Discover the Difference!

• Custom Draperies
• Grommeted Drapes
• Tab Curtains
• Pinch Pleat Drapes
• Vertical Blinds

• Shutters
• Venetian Blinds
• Wood Blinds
• Cellular Shades
• Pleated Shades

• Roller Shades
• Modern Valances
• Swags & Cascades
• Box Pleat
• Upholstery

• Cushions
• Comforters
• Bedspreads
• Duvets
• Shower Curtains

PVC or Fabric
Vanes
Until Nov. 30/09

ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY

SALE
50% OFF
Vertical Blinds

• We will work to your specifications 
(colour, dimension, style & budget) 

• We provide the right room accents 
for the best results

Our lesson format allows for
individual attention to each student

• Drums
• Electric & Acoustic Guitar
• Electric Bass 
• Piano & Keyboard 

Learn to Play

747–10th Street   204.728.1110   tedgood@mts.net

1510 – 18TH STREET NORTH • BRANDON, MB (204) 725-1523
Over 140 locations across Western Canada to serve you! • www.fountaintire.com

Offers available at the following participating location:

*Offers valid from October 26 - December 5, 2009 and are applicable on our Everyday Pricing (EDP) and valid only with a minimum purchase of four (4) identical tires in one transaction. In-
ventory may vary by location. All applicable taxes (ie: GST, PST and tire taxes) are extra. ®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. and
GoodyearCanada Inc. Fountain Tire is licensed by AMVIC in Alberta.

COME SEE US!
Come in and check us out, browse through 

our store and enjoy the savings!

BRANDON
1840 – 18th STREET NORTH  (204) 728-4243

Mon - Wed & Fri: 8am - 6pm • Thurs: 8am - 8pm • Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun: 12pm - 5pm • Email: sales@windsorplywood.net

Visit us on the web: www.windsorplywood.com

“We’re easy to
find on 

18th Street North”

Hurry In!

BY COLLEEN COSGROVE 

Lessons of empowerment
and inspirational stories of
success dominated the halls of
Westman Place yesterday.

Nearly 1,000 high-school-
aged students from across
Manitoba travelled to Brandon
to participate in the second
annual Day of Inspiration.

The two-day event is
focused on empowering
aboriginal youth through
uplifting presentations and
showcasing dozens of
potential career paths and
educational opportunities
through presentations,
information booths and
inspirational concerts and
speakers.

The keynote speaker, three-
time Juno award-winning

singer Susan Aglukark, talked
to the Sun last month about
her role as a public speaker.

Aglukark talks about social
problems on reserves and
small towns across Northern
Canada and of the importance
of aboriginal youth re-
awakening the confidence and
positive self-esteem within
them.

Pinpointing the obstacles
youth face is difficult,
especially when aboriginal
youth must be separated into
two groups — reserve and
urban.

“I don’t think there is a large
or if any at all difference in
problems,” she said. “The root
of it all is that we don’t feel ...
completely integrated ... and
as such don’t feel that (we)
quite belong. We can’t take

ownership of something we
don’t feel is ours.”

Aglukark says youth have
the advantage of learning from
past mistakes, and hopes they
take advantage of any and all
opportunities presented to
them.

“What we’re discovering is
that we have it in us to draw
from the past and the mistakes
of the past, and the advantage
of education — not just
conventional education, but
parenting tools to bring to the
bringing up of our children,”
she said.

The Day of Inspiration
continues today with
presentations from Aglukark
and best-selling author Calvin
Helin.
» ccosgrove@brandonsun.com,
with files from Matt Goerzen
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Giles said her sister was
taking sleeping pills and
antidepressants.

She said Smith was
depressed after recently finding
out she had fibromyalgia, a
condition characterized by
widespread pain in muscles,
ligaments and tendons.

That left Smith unable to
work and she recently learned
she’d only receive $350 per
month for assistance. Within
the last few weeks, she began
to speak of taking her own
life.

When Giles tried to speak
to her sister about her
comments, she’d change the
subject, and it appears she
never sought help.

The family’s worst fears
were realized on Saturday
when they found Smith’s
body in a ditch on the west
side of 14th Street North
between Parker Boulevard
and McGregor Avenue. Police
estimated the body had been
there about a week.

Giles believes her sister
committed suicide by taking
pills and was on her way to
Eleanor Kidd Gardens, the
park she loved to visit, when
she succumbed to their effects.

Now, Giles hopes other
families can avoid the tragedy
her family has endured. She
says friends and relatives need
to urge loved ones who
express suicidal thoughts to
seek help.

Smith was born in
McCreary, but spent much of
her life in Brandon where she
attended high school.

She’s survived by two adult
sons and by two
grandchildren whom she
enjoyed sewing clothes for.

There are no funeral
arrangements yet.
» ihitchen@brandonsun.com

Students from Lac du Bonnet school’s Aboriginal Academic Achievement program talk with
representatives of the federal Business Development Corporation on Monday during the
second annual Day of Inspiration event at the Keystone Centre. (Colin Corneau/Brandon Sun) 

Downtown
treasure hunt
begins today

» Diagnosis
left Smith
depressed,
sister says

Day of Inspiration helps
empower native youth

WINNIPEG — A Winnipeg woman, 52,
pleaded guilty Monday to sexually exploiting
a 14-year-old girl at her inner-city home.
However, she will do no more time behind
bars if a judge approves a recommendation.

Peggy Doreen Melquist pleaded guilty to
keeping a common bawdy house and living off

the avails of prostitution in 2005 and 2006.
Court heard a young woman who was a

chronic Child and Family Services runaway
used a room at Melquist’s house. The teen told
police she brought home men who paid her
for sex, then gave part of her profits to Melquist.
» Winnipeg Free Press

Woman pleads guilty to keeping bawdy house

BY ALLISON DOWD

Despite 11th-hour
suggestions from the
community for a phased-in
approach, the Brandon school
board will move forward with
a single-track French
immersion program at
Harrison school in 2010.

In the range of 300 students
are likely to enrol in a single-
track immersion program next
fall — more than enough to
move forward with the
proposed timeline, chair
George Buri said.

“I see that parents of our
school division want that
school. They have spoken in
large numbers and they want
this to happen,” he said.

Through most trustees agree
that there will still be some
issues relating to space and
programming at George Fitton
and Green Acres schools when
Harrison students are
repatriated, the majority said
such issues are not substantive
enough to hold up the proposal
any longer.

“It’s simply a fact of life that
you can’t resolve all of the

issues in advance or we would
never be able to move forward
at all. So with the
understanding that there are
still some issues, I think that
this is the best decision we can
make at this time,” trustee
Linda Ross said.

Trustee Marty Snelling
voted against the
recommendation, expressing
his desire to wait until the
board received assurances from
the Public Schools Finance
Board that funding for new
gymnasiums at George Fitton
and Green Acres schools
would be in the cards in short
order before moving forward
with the program.

Trustees Peter Bartlette and
Jim Murray were not in
attendance at last night’s
meeting, making the final vote
a 6-1 decision.

The board’s decision came
despite the presentation of a
petition of 200-plus signatures
from George Fitton, Green
Acres and Harrison school
community members
supporting a phased-in
approach to a milieu program.
» adowd@brandonsun.com

For the first time in its
history, the Brandon Teachers’
Association has a mandatory,
extended health benefits plan.

More than two-thirds of the
BTA’s approximately 500 full-
time and 150 substitute
teachers who voted on the
issue last spring, favoured a
switch from a voluntary Blue
Cross health plan to a
mandatory one.

“Most BTA members see it
as being a very positive thing,”
president Darren Hardy said.
“The people that will transfer
from voluntary to mandatory
are going to see a five per cent
reduction in (deduction) cost
as well as extended benefits in
terms of drug costs. There’s
benefit to enlarging your status
within Blue Cross.”

Dental benefits, however, are
not included in the package.

Members may only opt out
of the mandatory plan if they
are covered by a spouse’s
respective benefits.

The plan could be
implemented by Dec. 1, Hardy
said. The division has agreed
to administer payroll
deductions as long as there are
no other costs on its behalf.

The ratification of the
extended health plan is
completely separate from the
division’s ongoing negotiations
with the BTA for a collective
agreement, which is scheduled
to go into arbitration hearings
early next year. The association
has been working without a
contract since June 2007.
» Brandon Sun

Trustees stand firm
on milieu school

New health plan for BTA




